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These days Yorkshirernan Malcolm Rathmell spends his time running the successful MRS business,
importing the popular Sherco machines as well as many after market accessories. He has seen
the good times in trials, when he rode for Bultaco and Montesa taking many titles along the wau,
including European Champion, British Champion and numerows SSOT and Scott Trial victories. At the
moment the sport is going through a difficult period with falling bike sales and loss of land. Here he
voices his opinion on why trials have to retum to the no-stop rules to take the

sport forward and give it the future it deserves.

e Open Frée SySiem = now Deing
IMroduced In carain avents v Spain
and Franca afler thay tiad 4 and lked
it. Mayba | am not up o speed on this concapt
of trigls but parhaps somaong can axplan o
ma how the Open Froo System s trials and
hivw gactly the organisers. who are already
thim on the ground, ang going bo be able 1o un-
derstand it? By all meaans make this a cham-
pianship but ihéy nead o think of anotber
nama [ar ihis spot B8 8 cenainly o irais, All
inesa diflerant syaleems are okay bul pleass
con 't call inem nals. For inslance e SEing
Fedaration wese clever enough o diflenanl-
ale bateman Doemhill Skiing and Snowbaogrd-
ing. They don’l both come under tha sama
lithe of skiing. Manchastar United doesn'1 play
undés difgrent rules af Old Trflord 10 thosa
Barcelona play under at their home ground
Ther governang body has enough sensa (o
sae ihat all games have 1o be unifed, Wiy
Canl o poverning body do tha same? A
stnkes ma thal &8 in our povernment, (e
g Mg and mong perks and expensas sono
cna wants b make any decision which mighi
rock the boat, So the easy solution s 1o go
aong wilh evarybody and everything and for-
pet whal wa @njoy most = in this instance our
aport - aven il it dies. Back n Mavembear wa
wenl o tha ACU in Rugby to decide the Bril-
ish Championship rulas for 2010. Sary, | will
correct thal. | kad a trip to Rugby and back -
wvarything had clearly slmaty baan decided?
Even tha mamdacturers had no say. Balore
b trip | managed b talk Beda trials imponiar
John Lampkin inio coming along, aven though
John baing John he had no real inflerest in
ihe Fugby trip, Anyway in the and and afipr
& lof of persuading be agresd to comal Wa
had hiad many conversalions sbout the state
of the sport before the rip, but the twa hour
joumay really fired John indo gesr, He is now
ion 8 crusade to try and son the apon oul. | am
now tryng to slow him down as | explained to
him that | have been trying to do this for the
kst twolve years!

Going back 1o 1897, when the rues were sim-
ar 1o \day, even the riders eventually wen!
on sirike when the kenient system of marking
mace L virtually kmpossibie 1o have a five, The
problem was that the sections had to be made

harder and harder, unl

in he and even 1he op
alite faw did nol wanl
1o altempd tha Sesbons
and wanl an slrike al
the lalian World round
This was probably as
low A point in the his-
fory of irials a5 we am
ani i, |n Facd | hadl -
sonally workesd hard 10
halp improwe the robes,
and alter a lol of 1&sing
wilh Tederalsans ard d-
ars we did manage bo ra-
fum o & sansibis 5}5-19'1"!
in 1998 with the stop-for-
one rule, Why this was
altered 588, to me, noods
aaplaining, The cuicoma
was thal eventually tha
Spaniah gol ke way
and we mebomed 1o the
farcacal system of iloday
wihich s basacaly indoor
rules owldeors, which &
and alvways will ba limited

ta an elite growp of mayba
four or five riders. | ox-
plained o John Lampkin thal evanmone @lks
about the right rouls o go, ovanyone KNows
the nghl roube 1o go bul when & finally comas
o 8 daceson e goveming bodies, thal could
do samathing about it, havant got the guls o
oo it I any viable business had besn rn ina
similar feshion 1o how tials has bean ireated
by cur so-calied federation, who Bre supposedd
to hawe the intarests of our spodt a1 heart, they
would have been cosed by the banks a long
tima ago, Or do | 500 a stagpaering similarity
bbween our rganising body and the banks?
For ma if is totally unacceplable ihal tha nules
far our sporl afe decided pursly by the Some-
patiiors and sponsors. You may say “why not'
i you &re 8 sponScr Of & nider. Thera s an
casy answar o that — thesa riders and spon-
sors will not be here in ten years tima bul,
hapafully, the spod will be — although, the way
things are going maybae not. .
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| e heard it said thit because | have a vesl-
ed interest in the industry | am only inlenested

in e
financial side of ha sparl. | slared MSAGhCY-
cling 25 a habby ol tha Bpe ol 10 and i = like
S0, tha mong you oo IE tha mona you an|oy
il! Ewvon though | am now 60 1 still waml mosa
of bath! | hawe coma fo the conclision that
Ihé povwers 1hiad be don't lave a docksion n
IR arsd | Ehink (e Lime s cormss whans ‘o=
Bis nicders will start looking elsewhare for good
ol iraditanal iriaks. hMaybhe we need Bo look ad
piher -::rqamaalu:-ns. b il Our &Pl DACK On
track. One thing is for sure we cannot con-
linue down the path we an s ] i1 e wiand
tha sport we all love o conbnue and three &5
it showld. Throughout my molorcycing ida |
have seen the end of the Brilish Molorcycle
Indusiry and ihe end of the first round of the
Spamish Motorcychs Indistry, Ona thing is Tor
sure |, aleng with many, many people do nod
WaNl 10 s8a he and of e gresen] Faciomas
bub unless something rather drastic s dong
pratly quickly wa may saa thes happen




